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UH1RR-2004 155 21 FROM SPTL SHRNCHfll 

THE PATENT OFFICE OF THE STATE INTEIXECTUALPROFEKTY OFFICE 
THE PATENT <»n mnJV8 republic OF CHINA 

TTMiiiMni-rintrirt Tifititw Piffl f»"fe- 1 ftftftM> P-Q*ay-B«ffhii» 802ft 



Shanghai Patent & Trademark Law Office 



Date of Dispatch 
January 16.2004, 



*" Application Df te; December 5. 2000 I Agent; 

•ffl" B RAPING "ATA FROM A STOOGE MEDIUM 



3. 



THUS FIRST OFFICE ACTION 
(PCT APPLICATION IN THE NATIONAL PHASE) 

K7i a m «t» R Muesl for Substantive Examination raised by the applicant and based on the 

^aTSSr^^^r-***-* 

as to Substance on the above mentioned application for patent for invenaon. 

□ According to Item 2. Article 35 of the Chinese Patent Law, the Patent Office ha, deeded to exanxn* 

the above application for patent for invention. 

2. ^The applicant has requested that the filling date of 

7t T 1999 at the 12& Patent Office as the priority date, 

at The . Patent Office as the priority date. 

u a t the Patent Office as the priority date, 

□ The folding amended documents submitted by the applicant cannot be accepted for not coafcnrring 
to the provision of Article S3 of the Patent Law: 

m The Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination Report 

□ The Chinese version of die amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 19 of 
the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

□ The amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of the Patent 

Cooperation Treaty. 

□ The amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the Implement 
Regulations of the Patent Law. 

Refer to the text of the notice for the specific reason of non-acceptance thereof. 

B The examination is conducted by directing at the Chinese version of the original International 

Application submitted. 
□ The examination is conducted by directing * the following application documents: 

"the- Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted; 
p ,he Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Examination 

p. ^ clmcnded document submitted accordtofs to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 
of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 



□ Description, 



P- 
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p. the amended document submitted according to the prevision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law 
D Claims, 

the Chinese version of the original alternation*! Application Document submitted 

Mt^TtZ r"7/ the amcnd8d wording to che provision of 

ftule 1 9 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

, the Chinese version of the attachment of the International Preliminary Report 

■ the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 28 or Rule 41 of 



the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

jothe amended document submitted according , 0 the provision of Rule 51 of too 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
LJ Attached Drawings, 

P. toe Chinese version of the original International Application Document submitted 

**** ° f attMhlnenE ° f *• International Preliminary lamination 

P ' 2 ^ d0 ° Uinem SUbmitted ftooordin 8 » «* P^'sion of Role 28 or Rule 41 of 

the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

p. the amended document submitted according to the provision of Rule 51 of the 

Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 

5. a This Notice cites doe following Comparison Doc«nent(«he number of which snail continue to be used 
in the subsequent examination proceedings); M USBd 



No. 



Number/Title of Document 



CN1Q29047C 



Date of Publication (or the filing date of the 
conflicting Application) 



June 21. 1995 



6. The conclusive opinion drawn from the examination: 
As regards the Specifications 

□ The contents of the application fall under the scope stipulated by Article 5 of the Patent Law for 
which no patent right should be granted. for 

H £ Z£?Z *~ "? C ° af0nn ^ 0,6 """^ ° f ItWn * *»• 26 * *» Law. 
KIas regards the Claims: 

K aalm 7 P ° SSe8S " StiPUla,ed ™ ltm 2 « 22 * the Patent Law. 

^7 ^ d °" not P OSMi8 *• inventiveness as stipulated in Item 3. Article 22 of the PatenT 

D ?at2t I^T d0CS "* P0S8CSS « « "em 4. Article 22 of the 

^ ^ef* W U ° f ^ " ° f * C PatoU Law where 110 !■« right is to be 

□ Claim d es not conform with the provisi n of Item 4, Article 26 of th Patent Law. 

2 
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□ Claim does not conform with the provision of Item I. Article 31 of the Patent Uw 

D R^eti^of^ 

a *ipa^r 8not ™^^ 

S Claim 1AZ docs not conform with the provisions of Rules 20 to 23 «f a- r i 

Regulations of the Patent Lew. ^lamenting 
Refer to the te* of this Notice for the specific anises of the conclave opinion. 

?. Based on the above conclusive opinion, the Examiner deems that- 

□ The applicant shell amend the application documents in accordance with the r«mi,™,n„ a • 
the text of the Notice. n me '«]>«renients raised in 

S The applicant shall discuss » his observations reason, why this application for paten, can be ar-ntrd 
a patent nght. and amend the prions indicated in the text of the Notice which Tj^t 
not conforming with the provisions, or no patent right shall be granted. ***** 

□ There ore no substantive contents in the application for patent that can be granted a patent ri«ht If the 
-^"^ 

8. The applicant is asked to note the following items: 

(1) According to ttw provision of Article 37 of the Patent Law the .u .. 

(4) The observations and/or the amended documents shall be mailed or delivered to the Denary »f 
Reccpi, the Patent Office of the State Intellectual Property Office. No JZ1 
effects >f not mailed or delivered to the Department of Receipt. * 

9. Th B textof*is>toticetota^ 

B duplicate copy(ies) of cited comparison document(s), altogether A copy(ies) i pages. 

Examination Department: E*ammer(Seal): 



peim 
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Text of the First Office Action 
The office action is provided as follows. 

1 . Independent claim 1 lacks the essential technical feature. 
Claim I claims to protect a method of reading data from a storage medium. 
According to the contents mentioned in the Description, the technical feature 
"processing simultaneously the predetermining portion of *e data when 
reading and storing additional data" is essential for achieving the tadc of 
"reding and processing respectively the data from two (or more) locations in 
the medium by using only one single "read" command". Therefore, claim 1 
lacks the essential technical feature so that it can no, constitute a complete 
technical solution. According to the provision stipulated in Item 2, Article 21 of 
the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law, claim 1 is 
unacceptable. 

2. Dependent claims 2-6 are unclear. 

Because claims 2* have not overcome the deficiency in claim 1, the scopes of 
protection of claims 2-6 are unclear. They do not comply with the provision 
stipulated in Item I. Article 20 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese 

Patent Law. 

The reference relationship of claim 6 is unclear. The claim can not refer to 

itself. 



P. 05 



3. Independent claim 7 is unclear. 

Claim 7 claims to protect a method by which a host processing device reads 
data from a storage medium of a disk drive. The technical feature thereof has 
only described "reading data from a first and second location on the storage 
medium in response to a command", not the concrete technical solution as to 
how to read the data. Therefore, the scope of protection of the claim is unclear 



PAGE 26/30 ' RCVDAT 5/24/2004 1:54:11 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 " CSID:617S428906 * DURATION (mm-$s):10-06 



MAY. 24. 2004 1:59PM (4) F I SH&R I C HARD SON_6 1 75428906- NO. 1967 P. 27. 

. xi-m^ 15823 m sptl sh*^ to eexBsesve^ 



and it does not comply with the provision stipulated in Item 1, Article 20 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. 

4. Dependent claims 8-12 are unclear. 

Claims 8-12 have not overcome the deficiencies in claim 7. Therefore the 
scope, of protection of claims g.12 are unclear, and it does not comply with the 
provision stipulated in Item I, Article 20 of the Elementing Regulations of 
the Chinese Patent Law. 
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5. The subject matter of independent claim 13 does not belong to the matter 
protected by the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim !3 claims to protect a computer program 8t ored on a computer-readable 
medium. According to the provision stipulated in Section 2, Chapter 9 Part 2 
of the Examination Guide, if the invention only relaxes to the computer 
program itself or the computer program recorded on the medium, e.g. optical 
disk, Rom, PROM, magnetic disk and DVD, etc, it belongs to rules and 
methods for mental activities in Item 2, Article 25 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
which can not be granted a patent right. 

6. The subject matters of dependent claims 14-18 do not belong to matters 
protected by the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claims 14-18 further define the computer program of claim 13. The subject 
matters thereof are also the computer program. Therefore, claims 14-18 belong 
to rules and methods for mental activities h, Item 2, Article 25 of the Chinese 
Patent Law, which can not be granted „ patent right 

7. The subject matter of independent claim 19 docs not belong to the matter 
protected by the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claim 19 claims to protect a computer program stored on a computer-readable 
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medium. According to the provision stipulated in Section 2, Chapter 9, Part 2 
of the Examination Guide, if the invention only relates to the computer 
program itself or the computer program recorded on the medium, e.g. optical 
disk, Rom, PROM, magnetic disk and DVD, etc, it belongs to rules and 
methods for mental activities m Item 2, Article 25 of the Chinese Patent Law, 
which can not be granted a patent right, 

8. The subject matters of dependent claims 20-24 do not belong to matters 
protected by the Chinese Patent Law. 

Claims 20.24 further define the computer program of claim IP. The subject 
matters thereof are also the computer program. Therefore, claims 20-24 belong 
to mles and methods for racma l activities in Item 2, Article 25 of the Chinese 
Patent Law, which can not be granted a patent right. 

9. Independent claim 25 have no inventiveness. 

Claim 25 claims to protect an apparatus for reading data from a storage 
medium. Reference 1 (CN1029047C) has disclosed a data processing sy^em 
having an apparatus for converting block-pulse operation to pipeline opcmtion 
and the following technical features ( Refer to the Abstract, page 3, lines 12-24 
and fig 1 in Referent 1): a personal computer has a central processing unit 1 1 
system memory 24. It can be seen that Reference l has disclosed the hardware 
structure of the apparatus protected by claim 25. The difference between the 
technical solutions of claim 25 and Reference 1 is that the functions of the two 
units are different, while making the processor have a special fltnetion is well- 
known to the skilled in the art. Therefore, the distinguishing technical feature 
does not define a contribution which the invention makes over the prior an. 
Claim 25 has no prominent substantive features and does not represent a 
notable progress over Reference 1. It does not comply with the provisions 
stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 



P. 07 



PAGE 28/30 ' RCVD AT 5124/2004 1 :54:11 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] » SVMSPTO-EFXRMJO * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:6175423906 ' DURATION (mm-ss):10-06 



MAY. 24. 2004 2:00PM (4) F I SH&RICHARDSON_6 1 75428906 — NO. 1967 — P. 29- 

ll-MQR-2004 IS: 25 FROM SPTL SHRNGHAt TQ 8318586785099 p. 00 



!S 



10. Dependent claims 26-28 have no inventiveness. 

Claims 26-28 farther define the function of the apparatus claimed by claim 25, 
not the structure of the apparaius. Therefore, the additional technical feature 
thereof have no inventiveness, and they do not comply with the provisions 
stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 



1 1 . Independent claim 29 has no inventiveness. 

Claim 29 claims to protect an apparatus for reading data from a storage 
medium of a disk drive. Reference 1 (CNI029047C) has disclosed a data 
processing system having an apparatus for converting block-pulse operation to 
pipleline operation and the following technical features ( Refer to the Abstract, 
page 3, lines 12-24 and fig 1 m Reference 1): a personal computer has a central 
processing unit H, system memory 24. It can be seen that Reference I has 
disclosed the hardware structure of the apparatus protected by claim 29. The 
difference between the technical solutions of claim 29 and Reference 1 U that 
the functions of the two units are different, while making the processor have a 
special function is welWmown to the skilled in the art. Therefore, the 
distinguishing technical feature does not define a contribution which the 
invention makes over the prior art. Claim 29 has no prominent substantive 
features and does not represent a notable progress over Reference 1 . It does not 
comply with the provisions stipulated m Item 3, Article 22 of the Chinese 
Patent Law. 



12. Dependent claim 30 has no inventiveness. 

The additional technical feature of claim 30 has not further defined the 
structure of the apparatus claimed by claim 29. Therefore, it has no 
contribution for the inventiveness of the apparatus. Claim 30 does not comply 
with the provisions stipulated in Item 3, Article 22 of the Chinese Patent Law. 
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13. The application has the following deficiencies: 

The tide of the invention has not reflected the subject matters and types of the 
technical sou*™ of me invemioi , ^ examjncr ^ ^ 

amend the title as «' Method and Apparatus for reading data from the storage 
medW. The Description lack, the part of the background art, and h docs not 
comply with the provision stipulated in Item 2, Article 18 of ,hc Indenting 
Regulation of the Chinese Patent Law. The contents of the invention lacks the 
object of the invention, and the technic, solution part can not represent all of 
the independent claims. 

Reference sign "15" on page 3, line 12 shall be referred to as "14", reference 
sign "27" on page 3, lines i 6 and 18 shall be referred to as "26". Reference sign 
"42" on page 9, lines 1 and J 5 shall be referred to as "36». Reference sign "27" 
on page JO, lines 14 and 16 shall be referred to as "17". The "filter 45" in fig 7 

shall be "writer 45". 

Based on the above reasons, the application in its current version can not be 
granted a patent right. The applicant should modify the application according to 
the Notice on Office Action and submit the new claims and Description before 
the deadline. Please note that the amendments to the application should comply 
wuh the provisions stipulated in Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law i e the 
amendments can not go beyond the scope of the disclosure contained in the 
initial Description and claims, 
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